




What if my student becomes sick but isn't tested for COVID-19? 

They should stay home, in isolation, until they are feeling better and all the 
following have happened: 
l. At least 10 days have passed since their symptoms started and:
2. They haven't had a fever (l00.4 

° 

F or greater) in at least 24 hours without 
using any medication to lower fever and:

3. Their cough or breathing problems get better.

What if my student becomes sick but tests negative for COVID-19? 

They should stay home until they are feeling better and they have not had a 
fever for 24 hours without using any medication to reduce fever. 

If they visit a doctor and they tell you your student has something other than 
COVID-19 (like the flu or hand, foot, and mouth) then you should follow the 
doctor's guidelines for exclusion requirements for that disease. Review the 
Wisconsin Childhood Communicable Diseases Wall Chart, P-44397 for 
additional information. 

What is a "Close Contact"? 

Casual contact like passing someone in the grocery store is low risk for 
spreading COVID-19. 

Close contact with someone with COVID-19 makes you at higher risk for 
getting sick or spreading COVID-19. Examples of close contact are being within 
6 feet of someone with COVID-19 for more than 15 minutes, sharing a drinking 
glass or eating utensil, physically touching the person or things that may have 
their germs on them like dirty tissues, or being coughed or sneezed on. 

What if my student came in "close contact" with someone who has COVID-19? 

They should stay home for 14 days since the last time they were around that 
person to see if they develop symptoms. If they do get symptoms, then: 
l. Call their doctor.
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What if we live with someone who has COVI D-19? 

People who live together usually have close contact with each other. Everyone 
you live with should stay home until the all of following have happened: 
1. The sick person gets better:

a. At least 10 days have passed since their symptoms started and;

b. They haven't had a fever (100.4 
° 

F or greater) in at least 24 hours without 
using any medication to lower fever and;

c. Their cough or breathing problems get better.

2. PLUS 14 days have passed since the sick person was better to see if other 
people in your home get symptoms.

What if my student that had "close contact" with someone with COVID-19 
and gets sick but isn't tested COVID-19? 

Your student should stay home and away from others as much as possible until 
they get better and all the following have happened: 
1. At least 10 days have passed since their symptoms started and;
2. They haven't had a fever (100.4

° 

F or greater) in at least 24 hours without 
using any medication to lower fever and;

3. Their cough or breathing problems get better.
4. PLUS 14 days have passed since they were last around the person with 

COVID-19.

How do I talk with my student about staying home from school and COVID-19? 

Here are some tips for talking with children: 

• Remain calm while talking.
• Let them know they are safe and it is okay to feel upset.
• Make yourself available to listen and to talk.
• Avoid language that might blame or stigmatize others.
• Pay attention to what children see or hear on the media.
• Provide truthful and developmental appropriate information.
• Talk about new actions that may be taken at school to help protect your

students and staff.

Visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Degartment of Public 
Instruction for even more tips on taking with your children about COVID-19. 








